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Mimetics on East Asian Metaphoric Children Stories
Ferril Irham Muzaki
Department of Preschool and Elementary Education, Faculty of Education Universitas Negeri Malang,
Indonesia
ferril.irham.fip@um.ac.id

Article Info ABSTRACT

Volume 4 Issue 1 This study aims to (1) to describe moral messages that are packaged in
Page Number: 01-11

o metaphors in international children's stories, (2) to analyze moral messages
Publication Issue :

that are packaged in metaphors in international children's stories, and (3) to
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encode the metaphors used in international children's stories. This research
uses theme analysis. The research data in this study are the form of phrases,
clauses, and sentences that contain moral messages. The data source of this
research is children's stories on the internet. This research produces findings
that metaphors used to package moral messages in children's films consist of
six forms, namely (1) natural metaphors, (2) symbolic metaphors, (3)
association metaphor, (4) diverse metaphor, (5) environment metaphor and
(6) landscape metaphor. The conclusion of this study is the moral message for
learning materials in elementary schools delivered in the form of children's

Article History stories that are packaged in the form of metaphors.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Teeuw (220-221: 1984) explains that literature is an imitation of natural phenomena. This opinion becomes
the background of literary theories based on the analysis of social conditions. The basis of literary theory is
the imitation of nature adapted from Plato's opinion. A metaphor is a figure of speech that shows the
comparison between one object with another object. MacDonald (2017) states that metaphorical statements
are made by making comparisons between one object and another that has similarities (1) meaning, (2)
process, and (3) approach to causal flow to use comparisons of each element. In the metaphor of the process of
developing a comparison between objects is done by the process of making a parable to put forward the
analysis of the processes that occur in the surrounding environment. In this case, metaphor is more widely
used as a process to make aesthetics in language sounds more interesting than without using metaphors. In
the use of metaphors, the words raised are more raised in the ability to analyze language sounds.

According to Freeman (2017), metaphors generally consist of four forms, namely implied metaphor, sustained
metaphor, dead metaphor and mixed metaphor which are a mixture of other metaphors. The first form of
metaphor is the implied metaphor which is a metaphor that states that object A is the same as object B. While

Copyright : © the author(s), publisher and licensee Technoscience Academy. This is an open-access article distributed
under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial License, which permits unrestricted non-
commercial use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited 01
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the sustained metaphor is a metaphor that provides a strong imagination regarding the imagination that is in
the reader's mind. A dead metaphor is a metaphor that uses inanimate objects as reference material to develop
images carried out by the author, whereas a mixed metaphor is a combination of two or more metaphors used
in a whole discourse.

Short stories are stories written to provide opportunities for students to adopt the morals and ideas contained
in the short story. Maxwell (2015) states that short stories although developed based on existing conditions in
the child's environment. Short stories for children are needed to provide educational values to students to be
able to learn the values contained in children's stories.

Children's stories that are used for learning in the elementary school environment provide opportunities for
students to explore the imagination associated with children's stories. HASAR & PANAHBAR (2017:20) states
that In short story-based learning, an increase in understanding of short stories is needed for learning moral
values and character education. Short stories for children have various forms that can be adapted for learning
in elementary school.

II. METHOD

This study is used theme based analysis. Spradley (1980), the procedure in theme based analysis has four steps.
Those steps are identifying organizing domains, make a schematic diagrams of cultural domain, search the
universal theme and write a summary overview of the cultural scene. Sources of data in this study are
children’s short stories over the internet., those are Mahabrata (MHB), Four Learned Birds (FLB), Round
River Drive (RD),Armadillos’ Song (AS), The Lion and the Beatle (TLB), Fly Eagle Fly (FEF), The Frogs and
the Ox (FO), The Lion and The Mouse (TLM) and Hercules and the Wagoner (HW). Those short stories are
downloaded on the children website. Thus, the data is correlated with real life circumtances.

I1I. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

FINDINGS

Suryanto (2018) states that, moral education is needed to enhance character education that is being occurred
in schools. Thus, to deliver the moral message, the metaphor has a function to disguise the messages to be
conveyed in various forms. In delivering moral education messages, metaphors can be accepted by all levels of
children, especially children, which are usually packaged in the form of children's stories. The results of
studies of various forms of metaphors from children's stories produce findings that the metaphors in
children's stories consist of five forms (1) natural metaphors, (2) symbolic metaphor, (3) association metaphor,
(4) diverse metaphor, (5) environment metaphor (6) landscape metaphor.

Natural Metaphor

Natural metaphor is a metaphor that uses the daily life situation to send the message. In natural metaphor,
natural events widely used as an ingredient to convey ideas about ethical values. Ethical values are delivered
using natural metaphor. Those are: (a) firm, (b) enduring effort, (c) realize the objects, (d) stand-in freely.
Other values contained in the natural metaphor is, (a) rectification, (b) obligations, (c) self-determining, and
(d) great ideas. Another value contained in natural metaphors are the values of (a) necessity, (b) care about

Volume 4, Issue 1, January-February-2021 | http:/gisrrj.com 2
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situation, (c) have the ability to concession and (d) have the properties of solid in social work. Natural
metaphor which has the above criteria is shown by the example below.

1) One day, Lion looked into the mirror-like waters of the lake. He was struck by his own greatness. What a
beautiful and noble creature I am, he thought. (DM_TLB).

2) Running to one of the great ropes that bound him, she gnawed it until it parted, and soon the Lion was
free. (DM_TM)

3) The armadillo would creep to the edge of the water and watch the frogs leaping and swimming in a frantic
green ballet, and they would call back and forth, back and forth in beautiful, musical tones. (IM_AS)

<

The phrase “...looked into the mirror like waters of the lake.” refer learn other people work is needed to
... struck by his own greatness” means obstacles in daily life is needed to

<

achive the target. Thus, the phrase
end up.

The phrase “... the great ropes that bound him...” is refered to limitation of success in daily life. Thus the

>

phrase “...gnawed it until it parted...” refer to physical limitation for human being.

The phrase “... would creep to the edge of the water...” is an implied metaphor that refer to happiness in
daily life. Thus, it is supported with phrase “...in beautiful, musical tones” that mostly refer to party.
Natural metaphors are natural metaphors that useas a medium to convey messages. Natural metaphors
generally consist of three main points. These three points are (a) have a smart concept, (b) linkage

circumstances and (c) thinking of concept. The element of natural metaphors can be seen in Table 1.

Table 1. The Element of Natural Metaphor

Have Smart Concepts Linkage Circumstances Thinking of Concepts

Having an understanding of the signs Conduct in-depth study of an Developing one's own capacity
from nature action

Having the ability to analyze Conduct a study of events that Having skills in understanding
situations occur other people's thoughts

Able to maintain physical condition Able to make appropriate Think openly

decisions
Having the ability to analyze the Learn to understand other Willing to discuss with other
condition yourself people. individuals.

Symbolic Metaphor

Symbolic metaphor is a metaphor that uses the daily life situation to send the message. In symbolic metaphor,
metaphor is symbolizing by circumstances that widely used as an ingredient to convey ideas about ethical
values. Ethical values are delivered using symbolic metaphor. Those are: (a) hard work, (b) ongoing effort to
move forward, (c) seek to achieve the objectives, (d) acting independently. Other values contained in the
symbolic metaphor is, (a) discipline, (b) commitments, (c) an independent business, and (d) has a noble soul.
Another value contained in symbolic metaphors are the values of (a) responsibility, (b) have a sense of
fraternity, (c) have the ability to compromise and (d) have the properties of hard work. Symbolic metaphor
which has the above criteria is shown by the example below.

Volume 4, Issue 1, January-February-2021 | http:/gisrrj.com 3
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1) The bird stretched out its wings as the farmer and his family had seen it do IM_FEF)

2) But the little Frogs all declared that the monster was much, much bigger and the old Frog kept puffing
herself out more and more until, all at once, she burst. (MM_FO)

3) Lionreplied: "Beetle, you are hard to see down there!l I am not sure that you are bowing to
me." (MM_TLB)

The phrase “...stretched out it wings as the farmer” is an implied metaphor. It means self diciplines in

>

learning is needed to build up integrity. Thus, the phrase “... his family had seen it do...” means that

truthfulness is needed in build up integrity.
The phrase “.. little frogs all declared that the monster was much, much bigger...” is an mixed metaphor.
Thus, the mixed metaphor means it needs dignity in daily life. On the other hand, a single person have to
care with integrity and loyality on daily life

The phrase “... you are hard to see down there...” is a mixed methaphor. Thus, the mixed metaphor means
there needed honesty to see the other things in real life.

Animal metaphors are metaphors that use animals as a medium to convey messages. Symbolic metaphors are
generally consisting of three main points. These three points are (a) understand the social signs, (b)
understand the speech acts and (c) delivering speech sets. The element of symbolic metaphors can be seen in
Table 2.

Table 2. The Element of Symbolic Metaphor

Understand the Social Sign Understand the Speech Acts Understand the Speech Sets
Willing to help others. Having thoughts that fit the Strive to improve skills

capacity
Have sufficient ability in the social Being able to see everything Recognize the achievements of
field proportionally other individuals
Tactical thinking according to Have a forward thinking Improve the capabilities of other
conditions rationally individuals
Doing in-depth thinking about events Think and act according to Be a pioneer of positive social
that occur capacity activities.
ASSOCIATION METAPHOR

Association metaphor is a metaphor that uses the daily life situation to send the message. In situation
metaphor, associated circumstances widely used as an ingredient to convey ideas about ethical values. Ethical
values are delivered using association metaphor. Those are: (a) establishment, (b) stable in making decision, (c)
accomplish the points, (d) performing freely. Other values contained in the association metaphor is, (a)
castigation, (b) pledges, (c) sovereign, and (d) has a principled atmosphere. Another value contained in
association metaphors are the values of (a) duty, (b) have a sense of developing network, (c) have the
capability to finding the middle ground and (d) have the assets of information. Association metaphor which
has the above criteria is shown by the example below.

Volume 4, Issue 1, January-February-2021 | http:/gisrrj.com 4
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1) “The eagle is the king of the birds,” he said, “but we shall train it to be a chicken.” So the eagle lived
among the chickens, learning their ways. His children called their friends to see the strange bird.
(SM_FEF)

2) The farmer climbed down from his seat and stood beside the wagon looking at it but without making the
least effort to get it out of the rut. (SM_HW)

3) An old Brahmin stepped forward from the crowd and said- 'T will buy her." Hearing his words,
Harishchandra became extremely sad that he could not even utter a word. The Brahmin then stuffed the
money in the bark clothes of Harishchandra and began to drag the queen by her hair. The boy Rohit
began to cry holding the hem of her mother. (SM_KH)

The phrase “the eagle is the king of the birds” is a sustained metaphor. It means that there is some
consequences for every moved. On the next phrase “... but we shall train it to be a chiken” means that
everybody needs to be positioned on the right order and right proportion.

The phrase "The farmer climbed down from his seat" is a phrase that gives the parable of the effort to achieve
success. In those terms, the effort to achieve success despite done everything possible way.

The phrase "an old Brahmin stepped forward from the crowd and said," is a phrase that represents the action
is fast and responsive. In act, a leader although able to conduct an analysis of events. Association metaphors
are metaphors that use association as a medium to convey messages. Association metaphors generally consist
of three main points. These three points are (a) care on social changes, (b) critical on analyzing value and (c)
understand the speech utterances. The element of association metaphors can be seen in Table36 .

Table 3. The Element of the Association Metaphor

Care on Social Changes Critical on Analyzing Value Understand the Speech
Utterances

Have control over yourself Be wise for behavior Able to develop and innovate

Has the nature of a knight Able to act appropriately Act wisely according to
according to conditions circumstances

Able to do self-discipline Act right without anyone Conduct a study of one's own
watching actions

Be friendly to others Be polite to other people Speak words gently to others.

Diverse Metaphor

Diverse metaphor is a metaphor that uses the daily life situation to send the message. In diverse metaphor,
diverse circumstances widely used as an ingredient to convey ideas about ethical values. Ethical values are
delivered using diverse metaphor. Those are: (a) durable work, (b) fragmentary energy, (c) search for to
challenge, (d) temporary autonomously. Other values contained in the animal metaphor is, (a) correction, (b)
obligations, (c) a self-regulating commerce, and (d) devises a moral. Another value contained in diverse
metaphors are the values of (a) concern, (b) have good behavior in society, (c) have the capability to
conciliation and (d) have the sense of belongings. Diverse metaphor which has the above criteria is shown by
the example below.

Volume 4, Issue 1, January-February-2021 | http:/gisrrj.com 5
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1) One day, a snake bit Rohit as a result of which, he died. Shaivya brought Rohit, crying and wailing to the
cremation ground. Even in the unkempt guise, she recognised Harishchandra. Hearing her wailing,
Harishchandra went near her expecting to get the clothes of the deceased. (SM_KH)

2) Karna grew up in the house of Adhiratha bearing the names Vasusena. Kunti knew this through spies.
(SM_MHB)

3) One day Parasurama slept resting his head on the lap of Karna. Then a beetle attacked Karna and started
sucking blood from his thigh. Blood was oozing from his thigh and still Karna did not stir from his
position lest it should disturb his teacher in his nap. (SM_MHB)

The prhase "a snake bit Rohit as a result of which, he died" shows that each individual has a weakness. In a
metaphorical statement above, it is explained that in life there is no eternal things.

The phrase “Karna grew up in the house of Adhirata bearing the names Vanusesna” is part of an effort to
redesign the skills to try as much as possible in order to survive even in an unfavorable situation.
Diverse metaphors are metaphors that use diverse as a medium to convey messages. Diverse metaphors are
generally consisting of three main points. These three points are (a) critical on social gap, (b) care on diversity
and (c) capable in analyzing social circumstances. The element of diverse metaphors can be seen in Table 4.

Table 4. The Element of Diverse Metaphors

Critical on Social Gap Care on diversity Capable in Analyzing Social
Circumtances

Able to provide opinions in accordance Having the ability to act Conduct a study of the

with the situation appropriately character's thoughts

Control yourself Able to control emotions Adjusting to the times

Think before you act Having the ability to observe Open to other people's thoughts
yourself

Having the ability to conduct science- Having skills in taking action Able to adjust to the Ilatest

based studies technology

Environment Metaphor

Environment metaphor is a metaphor that uses the daily life situation to send the message. In nature
metaphor, environment circumstances widely used as an ingredient to convey ideas about ethical values.
Ethical values are delivered using environment metaphor. Those are: (a) stiff work, (b) fragmentary exertion,
(c) seek to accomplish the ideas, (d) stand-in autonomously. Other values contained in the nature metaphor is,
(a) castigation, (b) assurances, (c) an sovereign business, and (d) has a honorable soul. Another value
contained in environment metaphors are the values of (a) charge, (b) have a logic of scientific effort, (c) have
the skill to settlement and (d) have the possessions of good attitude. Environment metaphor which has the
above criteria is shown by the example below.

The phrase "Karna did not stir from his position lest it should disturb his teacher in his nap" is an example of
the manipulative nature of the teacher. Manipulative nature of the teacher is a trait that although it is not
owned by any pupil.

1)  When Parasurama awoke he found Karna bleeding. The master realized the warrior in Karna and told,

“ You are not a Brahmin, no Brahmin can bear this much pain”. And then Parasurama cursed him

Volume 4, Issue 1, January-February-2021 | http:/gisrrj.com 6
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saying "You will forget the secret of the Brahma missile at the time when you want to use it against
your enemy." (SM_MHB)

2)  In preparation for his journey to civilization, Paul struggled out of his huge red long johns and took a
bath in Lake Superior. (SM_RD)

3)  Lion sent out a message to all his animal subjects - to Giraffe and Hyena and Elephant and Gazelle and
Ape. He sent messages to all the animals living on the savannah or in the junge, inviting them to a
meeting on the parade grounds in front of his palace, where they could admire him in his
finery. (SM_TLB)

The phrase "you will forget the secret of the Brahma missile at the time when you want to use it against your
enemy" is a phrase that shows that do not ever lie to teachers, because the consequences of lying to teachers'
actions have an impact on an inaccurate assessment.

The phrase "Paul struggled out of his huge red long johns" is a phrase that reflects the development of creative
skills to be active in a variety of actions. In the act, although an individual performs an action with the ability
to adjust themselves and achieve goals. Environmental metaphors are metaphors that use environment as a
medium to convey messages. Environmental metaphors are generally consisting of three main points. These
three points are (a) care about nature, (b) care about biotic environment and (c) care about wildlife. The
element of environment metaphors can be seen in Table 5.

Table 5. The Element of Environment Metaphor

Care about Nature Care on Biotic Environment Care about Wildlife

Have the ability to take care of Having skills in studying other Developing the identity of

themselves people's thoughts individuals and others

Having a feeling of pride towards Has an adaptive character Able to adjust to the
other individuals environment

Behave to benefit the environment Having pro social behavior Have an optimal idea

Have a breakthrough idea Has brilliant thinking Having accuracy with ideas
Landscape Metaphor

Landscape metaphor is a metaphor that uses the daily life situation to send the message. Lixia & Eng (2012)
state that, landscape widely used as an ingredient to convey ideas about ethical values. Ethical values are
delivered using landscape metaphor. Those are: (a) tough work, (b) constant effort, (c) seek to accomplish the
points, (d) stand-in self-sufficiently. Other values contained in the landscape metaphor is, (a) self-control, (b)
acting as the promises, (c) professional, and (d) has a decent emotion. Another value contained in landscape
metaphors are the values of (a) charge, (b) build up the linkage, (c) have the aptitude to be settled and (d)
have the assets of durable effort. Landscape metaphor which has the above criteria is shown by the example
below.

The phrase "Lion sent out a message to all his animal subjects" refer to leadership. In this phrase, studied form

of leadership that allows an individual to strive for the maximum. To review the principal ideas, get fit
between yourself and the skills of existing ideas.

Volume 4, Issue 1, January-February-2021 | http:/gisrrj.com 7
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1) Lion strutted and preened and pranced before his animal subjects. The animals were awed by his
splendor and bowed before him. Lion stomped through the rows of Elephants and Giraffes and Hyenas
and Gazelles, roaring and growling to show how mighty he was. (SM_TLB)

2) Some days later, while stalking his prey in the forest, the Lion was caught in the toils of a hunter's net.
(SM_TM)

3) The phrase "roaring and growling to show how mighty he was" a phrase that indicates the ability of a
leader to show his ability. In this phrase, the more reviews a leader in terms of improving the skills of the
individual to lead.

The phrase "the Lion was caught in the toils of the hunter's net," a metaphor that means that sometimes this
life there is only a chance for lucky "unfortunate". In life, it is one required to be more vigilant in order not to
be in a state of "misfortune" Landscape metaphors are metaphors that use landscape as a medium to convey
messages. Landscape metaphors are generally consisting of three main points. These three points are (a) time
analysis, (b) social analysis and (c) spatial analysis as a messenger. The element of landscape metaphors can be
seen in Table 6.

Table 6. The Element of Landscape Metaphor

Time Analysis Social Analysis Spatial Analysis
Analyzing environmental conditions ~ Active with circumstances in the Being pro social
environment
Inspire others Able to set word choices Act wisely adapt to the
environment
Having the ability to adjust Having thoughts that adjust to Able to act appropriately
other individuals
Doing  thinking about natural Able to hold back Able to think tactically

phenomena

Russel (2017) states that a metaphor is a transpose of forms of conversation from conversations that are direct
speech to conversations that are indirect speech. Safarnejad & Awal (2013) state that submitting messages in
the form of indirect speech is an attempt to convey the message while still paying attention to the conformity
of the speaker. In terms of delivering a message, comfort is needed to achieve the expected goal of the
message being delivered. In conveying a message, a story though, is developed on the basis that individuals
who are speakers can receive the message to be conveyed.

DISCUSSION

Language teaching based on metaphor can be implemented in the form of learning that emphasizes the
storytelling. According to Pitzl (2018), the use of metaphors as learning material is closely related to the
process of designing learning that has been running in elementary schools. In the application of metaphor-
based learning, students have been given a message that can be applied in everyday life. The message that will
be applied in daily life becomes a necessity even though it is applied in the learning process in the classroom.

Animal metaphor-based metaphors are metaphors that prioritize the use of animals as part of everyday
life. Corni, et all (2019) states that animal-based metaphors, what is needed are the process of developing
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animal characteristics that are adapted to the daily lives of individuals at the school. To develop an animal
metaphor-based development process, it is necessary to develop a variety of skills in language proficiency.

Khajeh (2012) states that Metaphors that use everyday events or what are referred to as everyday metaphors
are metaphors that display diversity in everyday life. Dalley (2018) states the diversity of daily life becomes
part of the learning process experienced by individuals. Saad, Jalaluddin, & Abdullah (2018) state that the
ability and skills to develop ideas that exist in everyday life are an important part of life and the elements that
exist in the learning process using the metaphor of everyday life.

Submission of metaphors that uses the situation metaphor as the delivery of the learning process is closely
related to the adequate learning design process itself. Daranyi, et al (2016) stated that to develop a process
metaphor based on a situation metaphor, efforts are needed to develop capabilities that prioritize the process
of designing the learning process that brings individuals closer to the situation in the surrounding
environment and the stories that approach it.

Jaberi, Abdullah & Vengadasamy (2016) state that the application to understand the message conveyed in the
metaphor also needs to be put forward in the teaching and learning process in the classroom. Quendler
(2016) explains the teaching and learning process in the classroom even though the development of learning
is based on natural metaphors. The events that occur in nature, although built in such a way as to convey the
message that is in the learning process metaphor in class.

Symbolic metaphor is a metaphor that puts forward the symbolization of the message to be
conveyed. Nurgiyantoro (2019) explained in symbolic metaphors, the imagery becomes necessary and
although it is learned to prioritize the process of developing learning in the classroom. To develop that
process, a teacher even prioritizes learning that uses illustrations.

Rajandran (2017) states that the metaphor association is one example of how the metaphor process is
developing. Quendler (2016) explains to develop the association metaphor, the development of information
used in the process is part of metaphor-based learning. To develop the learning process, the metaphor used is
more related to the events that are around.

Diverse metaphors are an inseparable part of the process of developing adequate knowledge
studies. Dalley (2018) states that the process of skills development is an inseparable part of the individual's
background. The perseverance of an individual's background becomes a part that, although used to create
metaphors in the field. For this reason, the learning process, although it emphasizes the use of diversity in
everyday life.

An environment metaphor is learning that emphasizes the development of individual abilities and skills in
everyday life. Quendler (2016) describes the development of metaphors as part of capacity development
closely related to the development of the environment. For this reason, the use of environment metaphors is
used to convey messages related to the environment.

Metaphors that use landscape are metaphors that prioritize the development of place settings as a
messenger. Dardnyi et al (2016) stated the setting of the place, although it was developed to adapt to the
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existing learning process. To develop the setting of a place as a metaphor, a teacher even develops and
researches a landscape that is following the moral message to be conveyed.

IV. CONCLUSION

Metaphors are part of the learning process in elementary schools. In the process of developing a metaphor, a
student though given a message in the form of parablesThe process of designing metaphors is needed to
increase diversity in the learning process in elementary schools. The teacher creativity is needed in
developing language learning processes that exist in elementary schools. Thus, methaphor helps development
process helps achieve individual development.

When a synthesis is drawn, metaphors in children literature could be defined as a work which is the result of
the creator's anxiety. The creator's anxiety occurs because of the natural phenomena that occur around him.
So that literary work in this approach is a hybrid work. Literature is the result of the anxiety that occurs
because of the mismatch between the phenomena that occur outside of itself and the expectations that exist
within the creator of the work.
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I. INTRODUCTION the belief that because a group of people follow a

particular religion they have, as a result, common

In this article, I intend to discuss “social roots of  social, political and economic interests.

communalism in Jharkhand and the role of political,

ideological, social and cultural elements in II. BACKGROUND

propagating it from 1950 (formation of Jharkhand

party) to 1984(death of Indira Gandhi).” In the
words of Bipan Chandra- Communalism is the
ideology of the petty Bourgeoisie at the command of
imperialism and the Jagirdari elements. Although
true in colonial context, this definition gradually
changed its forms and meanings in the post partition
period till the turn of new century and almost

twenty years after that. Simply put, communalism is

Reorganization of Jharkhand as a separate state on
15th November 2000 added a new chapter in the
democratic history of India. In a classic example of
Jharkhand movement

constitution at work,

demonstrated how  people's demands and
movements are ultimately the core elements of any
socialist parliamentary democratic republic. The

movement emerged in the 1920s, but only got
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significant influence with the formation of 'Adivasi
Mahasabha' in 1939 with Jaipal Singh Munda
presiding over its grand meeting in Ranchi and
‘Tharkhand MuktiMorcha' in 1972 by merger of
‘SonotSanthalSamaj' and ‘ShivajiSamaj' under the
able leadership of Shibu Soren and Binod Bihari
Mahto. Throughout the struggle for a separate state,
we can observe an element of strong regional
tendency in the sense of regional bourgeoisie
interests, and the possibility to link this interest
with populist politics mobilising a significant share
of local proletarian or peasantry population. Due to
mining work related labour migration starting from
the late 19th century, the tribal population became
marginalized in the south Bihar. The regional
bourgeoisie too was formed by outsiders (dikus) who
were later on contested by the locals in the form of
popular revolts and rebellions. By the time the
Jharkhand movement started, the region of
Kolhanetc had

already witnessed a number of tribal revolts. The

Chhotanagpur, SanthalPargana,
major grievances leading to these revolts later on got
linked up with a long struggle of separate statehood
which was sought as the ultimate solution for all the
grievances.

The narration of the Jharkhand movement
starting from the ‘Manbhum' has been that of a
violent story entrenched in blood and sacrifice. A
completely secular regional movement lost its initial
enthusiasm and energy for a brief period in stages
after the 'Tharkhand Party' was merged in the
'Indian National Congress' in 1963 under the
leadership of Jaipal Singh. Struggle was refuelled in
1972 with the formation of J]MM and organisation
like All Jharkhand Students Union (AJSU), but soon
with the proclamation of emergency by the then
Prime minister Indira Gandhi in 1975 fractured the
backbone of the

recaptured the imagination of the Indian people and

struggle. However soon it
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government by many organisations coming under
one banner of ‘Tharkhand SamanvaySamiti’ in 1987
in Ramgarh and continued the struggle with same
conviction till the late 1990s. Finally the bill for the
creation of a separate state was passed by the Bihar
legislature on 25th April 2000. The bill was also
smoothly passed in the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha under the NDA government with Atal Bihari

Vajpayi as Prime Minister.

ITI. TRANSFORMING AGENCIES

Whatever be the trajectory of this long struggle for
statehood, one aspect is clearly visible while
studying this story of exploitation, struggle and
martysm — The movement never contained any
communal overtone. Never do we see whether in
the form of warfare or popular protests that any
communal angle is subscribed by the movement.
The imagined community of tribes in Jharkhand
went through various changes in their identities.
This change was brought about by the regular
proselytising activities of various Christian and
These changing
helped the

organizations and missionaries to iron out diversity

Hindu missionaries. religious

identities of tribals communal

and insisted on conformity, to later use it for
While

imagined community of tribals, there was an

political ends. constructing this new
implied rejection of the applicability of other types
of divisions in the society, such as status or class.
Being exposed to various agencies of change
throughout history, the tribals of Bihar living along
with Hindu communities gradually emulated their
practices and started 'sanskritizing' themselves. This
emulation of religious identity was in stark contrast
with the other

agencies like Christianity,

industrialization, urbanization etc. which were

planned, induced and sponsored. Through the
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arrival of 'Gossner Mission' to Ranchi in 1845,
Jharkhand became a party to the institutionalised
Christian missionary activities. It started with
converting first four tribals into Christianity who
were earlier followers of saint 'Kabir'. However in
1869, this mission was divided into two branches,
the original one of which became the S.P.G Mission
headed by Bishop Ray J.C Whitley. In 1919, this
mission got converted into a church. Lutheran
church in 1855 and Anglical mission in 1869 also
started in Jharkhand. In 1871, The United Free
Church of Scotland was also established which
changed its name to Santhal Mission of the Church
of Scotland in 1929.

However later on the Hindu impact on tribals also
worked through sponsored agencies like Arya Samaj,
Divine Light Mission etc. With the establishment of
'Arya Samaj' in Ranchi in 1894 to propagate the
views of Dayanand Saraswati, the gradual
Hinduization of tribals through institutionalised
means started. Through the purification ritual called
'‘Shuddhi', it started reconverting the ex hindus
converted to Christianity, Islam or Sikhism. It also
incorporated the aboriginals within their fold by
initiating them into purified Hindu upper caste

practices.

IV. AVAILABLE LITERATURE

Most of the work in this field is done for pre-
partition period, that mainly focusesupon missionary
activities. There has been a paucity of scholarly
work on post-partition period including other major
dimensions of communalism. H. Risley questioned
the philanthropic work of Arya Samaj and tried to
highlight its main motive. According to him, Arya
Samaj was started just to stop conversion of Hindus

and tribals to Christianity and at the same time
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convert Indian Christians (mainly tribals and Dalits)
to Hinduism. Risley saw the motive of Arya Samaj as
a counteract of efforts of Christian missionaries.!
Sarkar, anti-conversion

According to Sumit

sentiments received a major stimulus from
Savarkar’s very influential definition of ‘Hindu’ in
1923 which uniquely combined ‘Pitribhumi and
‘Punyabhumi (fatherland with holy land). Through
Hindu

majoritarianism, the indigenous origin of religious

appropriation  of  nationalism by
beliefs, practices, or institutions was made the
supreme criterion for nationalism. It became easy to
brand Muslims and Christians alien and unpatriotic
by definition, a charge particularly effective against
Christians in the colonial era due to their religious

affinity with the British rulers.?

The ideology of Savarkar as propagated in ‘Hindutva
crystallized largely in reaction to the proselytizing
activities of Christian missionaries. Arya Samaj
initiated a Hindu conversion technique which was
borrowed from Christian missionaries but shaped

along the lines of traditional ritual called ‘Shuddhr 3

According to Sarat Chandra Roy, some -efforts
appeared to have been made by more than one
Hindu organisation to bring the Oraons into the
official Hindu fold by making them undergo
Shuddhi. Some propaganda work also appeared to
have been carried out by Arya Samaj. But neither
the propagandists of official Hinduism nor the
preachers of the Arya Samaj appeared to have made
an impression on the minds of the simple Oraons.
This may be partly due to the absence of genuine
religious enthusiasm and missionary zeal among
such propagandists, and due to Oraon’s suspicion of
political or other motives at the back of such
propaganda. Nor were these propagandists able to

lure Oraons of social prestige. However, enlightened
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leaders among the Oraons naturally fought shy of
such propagandists under the apprehension that
orthodox official Hinduism with the religious and
social exclusiveness of the twice-born castes would
relegate aboriginal converts to a very low, if not the

lowest, stratum in the hierarchy of Hindu castes.*

K.S Singh argues that the conceptual framework
developed by the British administrators-turned-
ethnographers and by anthropologists was inspired
by the then prevailing model in anthropology.
Tribal communities were treated as isolates, tribals
as Nobel Savages, and the primitive condition was
described as a state of Arcadian simplicity. The
deterioration of tribals was attributed to the
Sanskritization of the semi tribal chiefs and the
vulnerability of the tribal character. He further says
that unofficially the Hindu society has always been
tolerant of the groups that would not conform to the
standards set by higher castes. K.M. Panikkar argues,
it was the Christian missionaries who drew the
attention of Hindus towards tribals. Tribals had been
neglected alike by the Hindus and Muslims.
Christian missionaries saw in these neglected
millions a unique field for their activity. They met
with some success there but their greatest success
was in arousing Hindu conscience and sense of

responsibility in this matter.

V. POST INDEPENDENT INDIA

In the post-independence period, there were certain
social and cultural developments within the social
milieu of tribals that made them prone to be prayed
by the later communal identities. The acculturation
of these changes in the form of communitarian
beliefs accentuated by the influence of the dominant
Hindu culture, the efforts of missionary activities of

Christians and Hindus and other mild religious
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organisations finally resulted in the conversion of
communitarian identities into communal imagined
communities. The development of various classes
within the society of tribals and further mobilisation
of these classes on communitarian lines till the start
of Ram-Janambhoomi movement created feasible
conditions for these populations to be finally
absorbed by the political propaganda of state and
rival  political

organisations in  spreading

communalism. The appropriation of already
consolidated communitarians finally paved way for
the entry of communal politics with the ushering of
liberal market policies in the 1990s and the later
period. It was within the given democratic structure
established

communitarian beliefs were able to pour in the

after independence that these
tribal society, and the administrative and political
setup provided by the state fuelled the absorption of

any such identity.

VI. CONCLUSION

For a long time, the tribal society of India has been
struggling with existential threats due to the
influence of external cultures. The state of
Jharkhand, when it did not exist as a new state, till
today the tribal community is transforming due to
social, economic, political and cultural reasons. Due
to this, their water forest and land based identity has
been broken and its dangers are also increasing.Post
partition, these tribal identities were converted into
religious identities and appropriated by the state and
communal organisations. The causes, nature and
result of these converting identities and their
appropriation furnishes is the main historicity in

this field.
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